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	RAFFAELLO Sanzio

(b. 1483, Urbino, d. 1520, Roma)

	




Biography

“Raphael (his full name Raffaello Sanzi or Santi), Italian painter and architect of the Italian High Renaissance. Raphael is best known for his Madonnas and for his large figure compositions in the Vatican in Rome. His work is admired for its clarity of form and ease of composition and for its visual achievement of the Neoplatonic ideal of human grandeur. “
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“Raphael spent the last 12 years of his short life in Rome. They were years of feverish activity and successive masterpieces. His first task in the city was to paint a cycle of frescoes in a suite of medium-sized rooms in the Vatican papal apartments in which Julius himself lived and worked; these rooms are known simply as the Stanze. The Stanza della Segnatura (1508-11) and Stanza d'Eliodoro (1512-14) were decorated practically entirely by Raphael himself; the murals in the Stanza dell'Incendio (1514-17), though designed by Raphael, were largely executed by his numerous assistants and pupils.” 

“Raphael died on his 37th birthday. His funeral mass was celebrated at the Vatican, his body was buried in the Pantheon.” 

Part B:  Basic Information 

1. Artists Name:

Raphael; full name Raffaello Sanzi or Sanzio

2. Type of Artist:

Master Painter; medium used:  fresco and oil paints; Architect

3. Style, period of Art:

Italian High Renaissance, (Renaissance)
4. Known for:

Madonna and Child subject matter, (many in a circular format); Frescos of the Stanze at the Vatican, (The School of Athens). Raphael is best known for his Madonnas and for his large figure compositions in the Vatican in Rome. His work is admired for its clarity of form and ease of composition and for its visual achievement of the Neoplatonic ideal of human grandeur. 
5. Birthplace and date of birth:
April 6, 1483 in Urbino,
6.  Date of death and age when died:
1520, Rome, Papal States [Italy], on his 37th birthday, buried inside the Pantheon.

7. Time period:

High Renaissance, 15th Century 
8. Importance, significance and /or contribution to art world: Madonnas. Realistic figures, composition

9. Most famous art work:
 The School of Athens, fresco painting, 15[image: image4.jpg]



10. Other artworks created by the artist:
Alba Madonna, 1511, National Gallery of Art, Washington D.C. (“The painting is a perfect expression of the Renaissance art theory. Harmony and balance of design are found in Raphael's ability to stabilize the circular form of the painting with a triangular arrangement of the figures and the strong horizontal line behind them, composed of the river and trees.”)

11. Visual examples of artist and an artwork:  (See top of page)




Part C. Five Clues about the artist:

1. I am rich, handsome, wildly successful, and am a devoted lady’s man.  

2. I am known for my paintings of Madonnas; painting full bodied, dynamic figures; and also for the way I compose pyramidal (triangular) compositions 

3. I was commissioned to paint frescos at the Vatican, and was aided by an army of fifty students

4. My most famous artwork is The School of Athens, a fresco painted in 1510-11,Vatican, Rome

5. I am one of the three major artists of the High Renaissance, I borrowed artistic techniques from the other two.  (pyramidal composition, model faces with chiaroscuro from Leonardo); (full-bodied dynamic figures and contrapposto pose from Michelangelo.)

