Part One 

a. name – Thom Mayne
b. date of birth and location - January 19, 1944, in Waterbury, Connecticut
c. current residence/studio location – Santa Monica, California

d. education - degree and institution - University of Southern California B.A. of architecture  (1969) and the Harvard University Graduate School of Design in 1978

e. type of artist – architect 
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Name : New Academic Building 

Location : Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art in Lower Manhattan, New York 
Completed: Summer 2009

Medium: Metal 
Name: San Francisco Federal Building 

Location: corner of Mission and 7th Streets in South of Market, San Francisco

Completed: 2007

Medium: Metal 
Name: Wayne L. Morse United States Courthouse
Location: Eugene, Oregon

Completed: 2006
Medium: Metal 
2. The firm that Thom Mayne is a part of is called “Morphosis” which them got from the word “metamorphosis” which means “change in form or transformation.” This concept of change has a great deal to do with what the firm is all about. One way that this is used is by the design process that Thom Mayne uses he embraces the conflicts, contradictions, and change going on around him and used these to inspire his designs. He combines tradition with innovation to truly create something new every design. Mayne’s work usually has many layers and multiple organizational systems. It is very complex and appears to be always change as one sees the building from different angles. Mayne also takes the landscape around the project into consideration and many of his buildings look like forms coming out of the landscape; this also goes along with Mayne’s experience designing environmentally friendly buildings. 
3. Quotes 

a. “The aesthetic of architecture has to be rooted in a broader idea about human activities like walking, relaxing and communicating. Architecture thinks about how these activities can be given added value.”  -Thom Mayne

i. Meaning – This quote shows the thought that Mayne puts into each work and reveals a small portion of his design process used. He creates designs for the activities that will be held inside of the building and determines how he can make those actives better through architecture. 

b. “One of the most overlooked strengths of Mr. Mayne’s designs is his feel for material. He is not a finicky designer; you don’t look to his work for refined details. He tends instead to extract beauty from the crudest industrial materials: raw concrete, steel I-beams, metal screens. The connections between materials are always clearly expressed, never smoothed over, so that you can feel the memory of the workers’ hands.” -Nicolai Ouroussoff of the New York Times 
i. Mayne used many common materials in his works that really set the project apart from others because of how well his materials fit the context and show the effort put into the design and construction of the building. He has a way of taking industrial materials that the average eye would not find beautiful and turns them into masterpieces. 

c. “Mayne's earlier work, considered "angry" and "brooding", was outside of the architectural mainstream. His style was often called bold and audacious. This style has recently become more accepted, as Morphosis won contracts to design government buildings in California, Oregon, and Washington, DC.” – Wiki News
i. At first Mayne’s work was not accepted and understood, but the more work he did the more people started to see the beauty in the sometimes rough designs. 
4. Site all sources 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thom_Mayne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cooper_Union_for_the_Advancement_of_Science_and_Art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Federal_Building
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayne_L._Morse_United_States_Courthouse
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/t/thom_mayne.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/05/arts/design/05coop.html?_r=1
http://www.designtaxi.com/news/129/Thom-Mayne-named-for-new-Cooper-Union-Academic-Building/
http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/American_Thom_Mayne_snags_Pritzker_architecture_prize
5. Thom Mayne creates art with materials that one might not expect to see on a building façade and with his design process and combining innovative and traditional ideas creates masterpieces that respond to the human body and its actives while also being conscious of the buildings surroundings and the importance of nature. 
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Initially I chose this artist/ architect because of his interesting and compelling work. I liked how he used industrial materials on his buildings and still made them seem elegant and flow with the community around them. I like that he is conscious of the environment around the buildings and has also done many environmentally friendly buildings. One thing that I didn’t see initially about Mayne was his use of layering, but once I read more about his work and looked closer at the pictures of his work, I really appreciated his used of layering and the affect that it gave his work. He used more than just the usually skin and bones type of structure. I have a lot of respect for the art that this architect creates and all of the thought that he puts into every peace. My one sentence that describes the artist is: Thom Mayne creates art with materials that one might not expect to see on a building façade and with his design process and combining innovative and traditional ideas creates masterpieces that respond to the human body and its actives while also being conscious of the buildings surroundings and the importance of nature. I came to this  sentence because these things are all the things that struck me as unique about Mayne and really told about the amount of effort and thought that he puts into each structure he designs. 


My first quote is by the artist Thom Mayne himself. He said “The aesthetic of architecture has to be rooted in a broader idea about human activities like walking, relaxing and communicating. Architecture thinks about how these activities can be given added value.”  I completely agree with what Mayne describes as the roots of architect, and that is human activity. He gets inspired by the activities that will take place and design around these activities so that each person and activity can have the greatest experience. Mayne says that the main beauty in architect is the actually use of the building, yes it is very nice to look at architecture, but the only way to truly experience the art in architect you must experience the building and then you will truly understand were the design came from. 


My second quote comes from the New York Times, it reads “One of the most overlooked strengths of Mr. Mayne’s designs is his feel for material. He is not a finicky designer; you don’t look to his work for refined details. He tends instead to extract beauty from the crudest industrial materials: raw concrete, steel I-beams, metal screens. The connections between materials are always clearly expressed, never smoothed over, so that you can feel the memory of the workers’ hands.” I completely agree with this statement as well. Mayne’s work may seen cold or harsh at first, but really that is where a part of the beauty comes from his ability to take something industrial and turn it into something beautiful. This shows how innovative and what and eye for design he has. 


My third quote is from a wiki news about Mayne’s Pritzker Prize, it reads “Mayne's earlier work, considered "angry" and "brooding", was outside of the architectural mainstream. His style was often called bold and audacious. This style has recently become more accepted, as Morphosis won contracts to design government buildings in California, Oregon, and Washington, DC.”I agree with this statement as well. Sometimes it take society to accept new and upcoming innovative art, but the more that it is done the more accepted the art will be. This quote shows that Mayne is truly an innovative architect because he blazed the trail towards a new kind of architecture. 


Thom Mayne broadened by awareness of contemporary art because his work as an architect and artist made me realize what many artists go though when they are trying something new that hasn’t been done before, there is misunderstanding. Many people thought that Mayne’s work was cold and didn’t understand the true beauty in it, but when it became more popular and was scene more often people started to accept his work and recognize it. I believe that this happens to most artist who are innovative and ahead of the time and I appreciate them stepping outside of the box and creating new art and ideas so that the art world can grow. Without these artists who are not scared to be criticized new work would never some about. 

The source that I used that was most helpful was Wikipedia because there is so much information in one place and the main site on Thom Mayne had links to other works that he did. This was very helpful and made it easy so me to look at many of his works in more detail. 


My project came out well because I learned a lot about Thom Mayne and his type of architectural style. I also was able to take the things that I learned about him and relate them to other artists who are new and innovative for their time. I also feel that I have looked at a variety of his works and have a pretty good feel for his work overall and appreciate the work he has done for the art world as a whole. 

