
Baroque Art

1600-1750 A.D.





Baroque Art- WHY…

• If it isn’t “broke” why fix it?
• The High Renaissance artists were so 

exceptional that artists after them created 
art very different– the Mannerist style.

• Mannerism distorted art …the Baroque 
artists returned to the beauty of natural 
proportions but with a new twist..

• New… more movement and emotion.  DC



LIGHT
ACTION
DRAMA
Triumph of the Barberini
by Pietro da Cortona
1633-39 AD
ceiling fresco
Palazzo Barberini, Rome





Baroque

• Rome center for Baroque art
• Catholic church financed magnificent 

cathedrals & grand works to
• * display faith’s triumph after the Counter 

Reformation
• * attract new worshipers – by 

overwhelming them with theatrical “must 
see” architecture

• (Then spread to France)









Italian Baroque 
artists

• Painter- Caravaggio
• Sculptor- Bernini
• Architect- Bernini



Caravaggio

• Decent from the Cross (multiple light sources)

• Conversion of Saint Paul (thrown from horse)

• Radical style of sharp light and dark 
contrasts

• Chiaroscuro- (light to dark, shading)
• Tenebrism- “ in a dark manner” ( followers 

called “I tenebrosi or the Caravaggisti)







Bernini

• Sculptor- David in moment of action
• Sculptor- “The Ecstacy of Saint Teresa”
• Architect- Cornaro Chapel, (St. T above 

alter)
• Architect- bronze alter inside “Baldachin”

in St Peter’s Cathedral; outside Piazza-
embracing arms, welcoming pilgrams. 


















